
47 Business Roundtable

” Cummins has been 

working closely with our 

customers to reduce the 

fuel consumed by our 

products on the ground 

and in use both to help 

them save money and, at 

the same time, improve the 

environment.”

cummins.com/sustainability

At Cummins, Environmental Sustainability Is Key to Our Profitability
Environmental sustainability is critical to Cummins’ long-term profitability. Our business success 
is driven by our ability to produce the cleanest, most fuel-efficient engines in the world.

Cummins engines power trucks, ships, excavators, trains and more, helping to deliver people 
and products faster, more cleanly and more efficiently than ever before. Our generators provide 
power to schools; hospitals; and some of the largest, most technically advanced data centers on 
the planet. 

We help our customers meet stringent environmental regulations while providing them with 
the dependable and affordable power they need to reach their business goals. And we achieve 
this consistent with Cummins’ mission of demanding that “everything we do leads to a cleaner, 
healthier, safer environment.”

Cummins has been working closely with our customers to reduce the fuel consumed by our 
products on the ground and in use both to help them save money and, at the same time, improve 
the environment. Fuel efficiency comes with a corresponding decrease in carbon dioxide (CO2), a 
key contributor to climate change.

We are already a third of the way toward our “products in-use” goal of an annual 3.5 million 
metric ton reduction in CO2 by 2020, partnering with customers on a host of strategies including 
the implementation of stop-start technology, implementing engine calibrations tailored to their 
particular application and changing operator behaviors. When we meet our 2020 goal, the 
amount of CO2 reduced will be the equivalent of taking 3.3 million cars off the road for a year. 

The company is also working to improve its own operations. We exceeded our 2015 goal of a 
25 percent reduction in energy use in our facilities across the world. Meanwhile, four Cummins 
locations are already designated as “zero-disposal” and another three are close to being 
determined “water-neutral” sites. We have already reached our 2020 goal of a 33 percent 
reduction in water use and plan to set a new goal soon.

Cummins employees are also doing incredible things for the environment as part of the company’s 
community service work. In 2015, 21,600 employees devoted 72,600 hours to more than 80 
projects around the world as part of the company’s Environmental Challenge, reducing the 
equivalent of nearly 37,000 metric tons of greenhouse gas. 

One of the reasons I joined Cummins out of business school was I thought it offered me the best 
opportunity to make a positive difference in the world. Twenty-two years later, I still feel the 
same way. 

Tom Linebarger
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer

SOLUTIONS AT WORK

Around the world, engines are known 

for their heft and complexity. Cummins 

engineers aimed to reduce a heavy-

duty engine’s weight and improve 

fuel economy to help drivers carrying 

goods haul larger loads, especially 

in congested Chinese cities. By 

streamlining the engine’s architecture 

and utilizing lighter composite 

materials, Cummins engineers produced 

an engine that is 30 percent lighter 

than competitive engines. The design, 

which has 50 percent fewer parts, 

improved reliability and ease of service 

and delivered significant fuel economy 

benefits. With its low emissions of 

particulate matter and oxides of 

nitrogen, the engine meets current 

environmental regulations in Europe 

and China. 
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