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Statement on Bipartisan Tax Agreement  
  
Washington – Business Roundtable Executive Director Larry Burton made the following 
statement in response to the agreement announced last night on the extensions of income tax 
relief:  
 
“We are pleased that congressional leadership and the President have made considerable 
progress toward a comprehensive bipartisan agreement. It reflects a compromise by all sides to 
extend tax relief and help provide certainty for American workers and businesses. This tax relief 
– including the extension of the dividends and capital gains rate – will provide a needed boost 
to job creation and investment. 
 
“We applaud the inclusion of the R&D credit and other important business tax provisions that 
expired at the end of 2009. These provisions include long-standing features of the tax code that 
businesses rely on when they undertake hiring and investment decisions. Restoration of these 
provisions lifts an uncertainty for businesses that will improve their ability to employ more 
workers and grow the economy. Additionally, an employee payroll tax reduction and an 
increased incentive to undertake investment in machinery and equipment in 2011 should help 
to assist in the recovery.” 

# # # 
 

Business Roundtable is an association of chief executive officers of leading U.S. companies with nearly $6 trillion in 
annual revenues and more than 12 million employees. Member companies comprise nearly a third of the total 
value of the U.S. stock markets and pay more than 60 percent of all corporate income taxes paid to the federal 

government. Annually, they pay more than $167 billion in dividends to shareholders and the economy. 

Business Roundtable companies give more than $7 billion a year in combined charitable contributions, representing 
nearly 60 percent of total corporate giving. They are technology innovation leaders, with more than $111 billion in 

annual research and development spending – nearly half of all total private R&D spending in the U.S. 

Please visit us at www.brt.org, check us out on Facebook and LinkedIn, and follow us on Twitter. 
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